
NBRIOR- 2007-03 

 

 

IN THE MATTER OF A REFERRAL UNDER PARAGRAPH 7(1)b) 

OF THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, R.S.N.B.  1973, c. R-10.3 

 

 

Between:  G.H.,   

the petitioner 

 

 

 

And: 

 

 

Ed Doherty, 

Minister Responsible for Aboriginal Affairs 

      the Minister 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

1. This referral, dated February 26, 2007, arises from a Right to Information Act 

request filed in January 2007. The Minister responded to the access request on 

February 9, 2007. A related access request to the Minister of Education was 

filed on December 1
st
 and responded to on December 18, 2006.The petitioner 

filed her request for review in respect of both these requests on the same date. 

 

2. I have forwarded, on this date, to the petitioner and the Minister of Education 

my recommendation in respect of the other related petition. This request to the 

Minister Responsible for Aboriginal Affairs was essentially seeking disclosure 

of the same documents. Regrettably the request met with the same refusal, 

referring the petitioner back to non-governmental agencies as her request had 

failed to identify any responsive documents in the province’s possession. The 

mistake was one made by the petitioner in improperly identifying the 

committee whose minutes and reports she was seeking. A revised petition has 

been forwarded to the Department of Education. 

 

3. It is my further understanding that the right to information coordinator in the 

department of Aboriginal Affairs is also a committee member of the 

Provincial Aboriginal Education Committee, whose dealings are the subject 

matter of the petitionner’s request. I would recommend that both departments 

work together in identifying all the responsive documents and responding to 

the petitioner in as full and timely a manner as possible. 



4. I repeat and adopt my comments in recommendation NBRIOR 2007-02, a 

copy of which is attached for the Minister’s information. 

 

 

 

Dated at Fredericton, this 16
th

 day of April, 2007. 

 

 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

       Bernard Richard, Ombudsman 


